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qhe eousing and iand oights ketwork Eeiok)I aelhiI since jarch OMNMI has been filing applications under 
the oight to fnformation EoqfF Act with the lrganising Committee of the Commonwealth dames ECtdF and 
concerned state and central government agencies in an attempt to understand the process and determine the total 
expenditure on the damesK thile certain responses have been revealing and have brought to light the diversion 
of funds from the ppecial Component mlan as well as other outrageous cost figuresI the oqfs have also drawn 
attention to a range of problems inherent in the Ctd processK  
 
oesponses to a series of oqf applications filed by eiok revealW 
§ qhe lack of a centralised coordinating agency to execute decisions and monitor Ctd related expendituresK 
§ moor coordination between different agencies working on the damesK 
§ aiscrepancy in data from different sourcesI and sometimes from the same departmentK 
§ Colossal expenditure on ‘beautification’ and streetscaping – up to osK R crore a kilometreK  
§ fnsufficient information regarding total cost incurred on stadiums and infrastructure developmentK 
§ cailure to respond to all questions and to provide documentsK 
§ iack of accountabilityI clarityI transparency and full public disclosure of financial informationK  
 

then thousands of crores of public funds are being spentI it is unacceptable that not one agency or official in the 
aelhi government has any idea of what the Commonwealth dames are going to costK bven members of the 
Congress marty have provided contradictory figures in marliamentK pports jinister jK pK dill stated that the 
dames would cost osK NNIQVQ crore while jinister of ptate for rrban aevelopmentI gaipal oeddyI mentioned a 
cost of osK OUIMRQ croreK qhe jinistry of qourismI on the other handI estimates osK UTIRMM croreI citing the 
source of the figure as tikipedia Ean online resourceFK qhe airector deneral of the lrganising Committee ElCF 
in jarch OMNM had stated that the cost of the dames would be osK NMIMMM croreK then asked by eiok for details 
of this amountI the lC replied thatI “…the break up of the figure cannot be provided by the lCK” 
 
qhe oqf responses received by eiok also divulge information on the following issuesW 
 
f.    ptreetscaping and Beautification Costs  
 
§ jehrauli J Badarpur EjBF ooad – osK OQKQO crore EosK R crore per kilometreFX 
§ pubramania Bharti jarg – osK NKOU crore per kilometreX 
§ jother qeresa Crescent – osK O crore per kilometreX 
§ jall ooad to Chhatrasal ptadium – osK UKNT crore EosK OKOR crore per kilometre J to dateFX 
§ ooads around vamuna pports Complex and dames sillage – osK ONKV croreX 
§ Beautification of area around fndira dandhi fndoor ptadium – osK QMKO croreX 
§ ptreetscaping and beautification of just four roads under mta wone jJN – osK TKUQ croreX 
§ Bep ooad – osK RKNT crore Ecost of tenderFX and 
§ Aurobindo jarg – osK SKQT crore Ecost of tenderFK 
 
 

ff.   aiscrepancy in aata 
 

NK According to an oqf response dated gune OUI OMNMI from the dovernment of aelhiI mlanning aepartmentI 
the aelhi government received os. 2,4R0 crore from the Central dovernment for organising the Ctd 
from the years OMMTJMU to OMNMJNNK A reply from the jinistry of cinanceI aepartment of bconomic Affairs 
EBudget aivisionF dated guly NRI OMNMI stated that the allocation to the aelhi government for infrastructure 



 O 

for the Ctd for the years OMMTJMU to OMNMJNN was os. 2,U00 croreK qhe osK PRM crore discrepancy in the 
figures is not clearK 
 

OK qhe cinance aepartmentI kew aelhi junicipal CouncilI in an oqf reply dated August OI OMNMI details the 
total actual expenditure on the Ctd up to gune OMNM as osK N9S.2SS croreK A mere addition of the various 
costs presented in the oqfI howeverI reveals that the total is actually os. P92.PSR croreK  
 

PK An oqf reply from mublic torks aepartment EmtaFI hKdK jargI dated April NPI OMNMI states the 
proposed expenditure for the oing ooad bypass from palimgarh cort to selodrome ooad as os. 4RS croreK 
Another letter from the same department dated jay ORI OMNMI cites the proposed expenditure for the same 
as os. SR4 croreK  

 
QK cor most departmentsI the total expenditure shown is generally less than the budgeted amountI which gives 

rise to the critical question as to why the dovernment of aelhi is constantly requesting more funds from the 
centre to organise the damesK cor exampleI a reply from mtaI jaintenance aivision j NRPI shows a 
budget of osK NM crore for OMMVJNM and OMNMJNN but an expenditure of only osK RKRV croreK aelhi qourism 
and qransportation Corporation itdK mentions that only osK VKUO lakhs of a budget of osK OQKVP lakhs was 
spent on the dames in OMMVJNMK  
 

RK qhe lrganising Committee ElCF in a letter dated August NTI OMNM stated that the cost of the trip to the qaj 
jahal for the ‘Ctd family’ will be calculated only when such a trip actually takes placeK A reply from the 
lC on April NI OMNMI howeverI mentions that the estimated cost of the trip is os. N.7N croreI which is part 
of the interest bearing loan from the central governmentK 
 

SK According to an oqf response from junicipal Corporation of aelhi EjCaFI the cost of covering punahri 
kallah and hushak kallah for creating a parking facility near the gawaharlal kehru ptadium is os. P2R 
croreK qhe Central sigilance CommissionI howeverI mentions that the cost of covering the kallahs for the 
parking lot is os. P0P.9R croreK  

 
 
fff.   aecision to rnderwrite Costs  
 
An oqf response from the jinistry of vouth Affairs and pports EjvApF proves that the jinistry of cinanceI 
aepartment of bxpenditureI had categorically stated in OMMPI thatI “it does not appear necessary or appropriate for 
dof Edovernment of fndiaF to provide a blanket commitment to underwrite any shortfall between revenue and 
expenditure of the lrganising CommitteeK aepartment of bxpenditure therefore does not support the proposal to 
give such a blanket commitmentK ft may be mentioned that the understanding so far has been that the 
Commonwealth dames, 20N0, will be held at kew aelhi at no cost to dovernment.” 
 
 
fs.   Commonwealth dames sillage 
 
A letter from the iieutenant dovernor of aelhi to oajiv phrivastavaI pecretaryI jvApI dated August OOI OMMPI 
explained in detail why the Commonwealth dames sillageI after the damesI should be handed over as a hostel to 
aelhi rniversityK lne of the reasons cited wasI “hostel accommodation is a major deficiency in the educational 
system in aelhiK” jinutes of a Cabinet jeeting held on peptember NNI OMMPI marked ‘secret’ mention that “the 
manner of utilization of the games village will be decided laterI” indicating a clear reversal of the decisionK qhe 
jinistry of cinanceI aepartment of bxpenditureI had also commented in OMMP that the dames sillage “should be 
conceived and implemented as a selfJfinancing projectI with full cost recoveryK ko plan funds shall be made 
available for this purposeK”   
 
 
s.    Cost of Accommodation for sisitors 
 
A response to an oqf from the lrganising Committee pecretariat dated August NTI OMNM mentions that the 
expenditure to be incurred on accommodation for Ctd family and participants in aelhi for the dames will be 
osK NPIPOIMMIMMM Eoupees thirteen crore thirty two lakhsFK 
 



 P 

 
sf.   Travel and Transport 
 
According to the lCI the budget for transportation for all officials and participants during the damesI as 
furnished by the qransport cAI is os. 7.77 crore, with the following breakJupW 
 

aK sehicle fleet rental – RKTP crore 
bK Bus eire – MKRM crore 
cK fnfrastructure – MKOT crore 
dK lperations – NKOT crore 

 
fn response to a question on the number of foreign trips made by lC officials and the total cost incurred on this 
travelI the lC mentions that the amount spent on foreign travel by members of the lC is around oupees twenty-
one lakhsK qhis information does not present the entire pictureI as travel details of several lC membersI 
including jrK puresh halmadi and jrK panjay jahendroo Ewhose file has gone missingF are not mentionedK 

 
 

sff.   Claims of Economic fmpact and oevenue 
 
qhe lC claims that its basis for determining the estimate of the economic impact of the dames as rpA 4.R 
billion for fndia from OMMU – OMNOI is a study conducted by mricewater eouse Coopers mrivate iimitedK qhe 
studyI despite an oqf application for a copy and the filing of a ‘first appealI’ has not yet been made publicK qhe 
official website of the Ctd mentions another study by hmjdI which states thatI “the ufu Commonwealth 
dames OMNM aelhi is projected to have an overall economic impact on fndia amounting to about rpA R billion 
and will generate OKQT million jobs in a four year span from OMMUJNOK qhusI the impact is expected to be larger 
than janchester OMMO and jelbourne OMMSK”  qhis study too is not public informationK eiok also filed an oqf 
application with the fndian llympic Association for details of a feasibility studyLcostJbenefit analysis on the 
dames done by jLs AK pharma and CompanyK aespite a first appealI the study has not been providedK 
 
qhe estimated expected revenue from the damesI according to the lCI is os. N7U0 croreI with the following 
break upW 

aK fnternational Broadcasting – osK OSM crore 
bK aomestic Broadcasting – osK NNM crore Eon August RI OMNMI this amount was osK PV croreF 
cK pponsorship – osK VSM crore 
dK qicketing – osK NMM crore Ein gune OMNMI the lC estimate for ticket sales was osK SM – TM croreF 
eK iicensed jerchandise – osK RM crore 
fK aonations – osK PMM crore 

 
A Business Standard news report of peptember NNI OMNMI howeverI indicates that total sponsorshipsI stand at a 
meagre osK PQOKO croreI TNB short of a stated target of osK NIOMM croreK  
 
 
sfff.  More fnformation from the lrganising Committee 
 
§ qhe budget for the nueen’s Baton oelay Einternational and nationalF is os. PU.R4 croreK 
 
§ pince the formation of the lrganising Committee in OMMRI a total number of OT foreign consultantsI 

including advisorsI have been hiredK 
 
§ aespite an oqf applicationI the lC has still not provided a copy of fndia’s eost City Contract EeCCFK 

qhe lC reply to eiok cites the eCC provisionI which states that the information is “confidential and 
will not be disclosed to any person except as required by law or with the prior written consent of the 
owner of the confidential informationK” ft also mentions that the eCC contract is governed by the iaw of 
bnglandK   
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ft is evident that informationI despite the filing of oqfsI is not being fully disclosedK that is clearI howeverI is 
that expenditures on the dames continue to spiral out of controlI with no government agency or official aware of 
the total cost or accountable for the expenses and mismanagement of fundsK ft is also obvious that the unchecked 
accelerating expenditures of the government go against the jinistry of cinance’s caution in OMMPK then crores 
of public funds are being spent on a one time extravaganza that the country can ill afford and that the majority of 
fndians do not supportI the least the government can do is provide transparency and accountabilityK 
 
 eousing and iand oights ketwork calls for the following measuresW 
 
§ strict monitoring of all CtdJrelated financesX 
§ detailed investigations by the Central sigilance Commission and Central Bureau of fnvestigationX  
§ full public disclosure of finances by all government agenciesX 
§ detailed audits by agencies such as the Comptroller and Auditor deneral of fndiaX  
§ probes by independent marliamentary CommitteesX  
§ trial and punishment of officials responsible for misappropriation of funds and corruptionX and 
§ a cost recovery plan that details how the dames deficit will be metK  

 
Apart from financial irregularities and corruptionI the Ctd process has been fraught with human rights 
violationsI in particular of slum dwellersI beggarsI construction workersI homeless citizensI street vendorsI and 
other informal sector workers whose livelihoods are being threatened by the damesK eiokI along with several 
other organizations in aelhiI has been repeatedly calling for an immediate stop to these violations as well as 
action against officials perpetrating these crimesK  
 
 
 

cor more information contact: 
 

phivani ChaudhryI Associate airector, eioN  EVUNU OMROPQF 
 phalini jishraI Senior oesearcher, eioN  EVVRUS ORPQQF 
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