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mrotest against Commonwealth dames held in aelhi  
 

 
qhe ‘Anti Commonwealth dames cront’ organized a public meeting and protest against the Commonwealth 
dames at gantar jantarI aelhiI todayK 
 
qhe cront has been formed by a number of organizations and civil society groups which are against the 
Commonwealth dames ECtdF being hosted in aelhiK Although the member organizations and groups work 
in diverse areas and have been opposing the games for different reasonsI they are unanimous in their 
criticism of the violation of human rights that the city of aelhi has seen in the run up to the damesI the 
rampant corruption and financial mismanagementI and also in their perception of the dames as a complete 
waste of the country’s precious resourcesI an extravaganza which a poor country like fndia cannot afford 
and should not hostK 
 
qhe cront protested the Commonwealth dames on the following groundsW 
 
NK fn the runJup to the Commonwealth damesI the city has seen the most blatant violation of human rights 

of the urban poorK  
 

· Around 2MMIMMM – 2RMIMMM people have been rendered homeless and had their homes demolished due 
to the damesK  

 
· aestitute persons E‘beggars’F have been rounded up from the streetsK Additional police force has 

been sought to “catch them allK” jany ‘beggars’ have been sent back to their home states after 
serving prison sentencesK qhey are being hidden away in parks because the aelhi government does 
not want foreigners to see aelhi’s poorK qhe Bombay mrevention of Begging Act 1959 has been used 
to arbitrarily arrest and detain the homelessK 

 
· jigrant workers have been threatened and terrorised to leave the cityK aomestic workersI driversI 

plumbers and other workers are being packed off to railway stations in an attempt to ‘cleanJup’ the 
cityK 

 
· PMMIMMM street vendors have already lost their livelihoods to the damesK CartJpullersI wasteJpickersI 

headJloadersI balloon sellersI cobblersI streetJfood vendors and other informal sector workers are 
being denied their right to work and livelihoodK pince they are not able to earn their daily wageI they 
are starving as they have no money to buy foodK All dhabas EeateriesF on the dames routes have been 
closed for security reasonsK teekly markets in the vicinity of stadiums have been banned for the 
duration of the damesK 

 
· torkers at the Commonwealth dames construction sites have seen some of the most widespread 

violation of human rightsK qhe relentless toil of starving labourers has created the new infrastructure 
in aelhiK But workers have been forced to work day and nightI and yet minimum wages and overtime 
wages have not been paid to themK pome labourers have lost their lives due to the hazardous working 
conditionsK Child labour has also been involved in some dames projectsK 
 

· tomen and young girls have been trafficked from other states into aelhi for sex work during the 
Commonwealth damesK 
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2K qhe government has completely lost its sense of prioritiesK thile osK TMIMMM to NMMIMMM crore ErpA NR 
– 2N billionF are being spent on hosting a twelve day sporting extravaganzaI 

 
· qhe budgetary allocation for fndira Awas vojna E2MNMJNNF is a mere osK NMIMMM crore; for 

oajiv dandhi Awas vojana E2MNMJ2MNNF it is only osK NI2TM crore; and for fCap Efntegrated 
Child aevelopment pervicesF it is osK UITMM croreK  

· qhe annual budget of aepartment of oevenueI dovernment of aelhi for shelters for the 
homeless has been osK SM lakh for the last NM yearsI while crores are being spent on 
resurfacing and beautification of streets of aelhiK osK 2QKQ2 crore are being spent on 
beautification of jehrauli Badarpur ooad and the per kilometre cost of beautifying 
pubramania Bharti jarg is osK NK2U croreK 

 
PK fndia is a poor country and cannot afford this kind of wastage of precious resourcesK  

· QMB of the world’s starvationJaffected people live in fndiaK 
· jore than P2M million people in fndia are unable to manage three square meals a dayK 
· jore than RIMMM children die every day from malnourishmentK 
· RKS crore children either don’t go to school or drop out due to povertyK 

 
QK qhe claim that by hosting the Commonwealth damesI fndia’s performance in sports will improveI is 

completely falseK cor many schools across fndia a playground is a distant dream for the childrenK 
joreover the plight of most fndian athletes is dismal if not patheticK fndia has spent at least osK QRMM 
crore on renovating stadiums for the damesK qhis money could have been more wisely spent to improve 
facilities for sportspersons across the countryK 
 

RK oesidents of aelhi have had to put up with a lot of inconveniences to host an event they were not 
consulted about and did not ask forK qhe city residents will eventually pay for this sporting eventK qhe 
aelhi dovernment has gone bankrupt because of wanton spending in the name of the damesK qhe city 
has become much more expensive and taxes have increasedK  

 
SK ft has been reported that Ctd is being counted as one of the biggest corruption scandals in the countryK 

qhe government instead of providing accountability for the financial irregularities is focusing its 
attention on the success of the dames under the garb of ‘national prideK’ eowever twisted the 
understanding of ‘national pride’ may beI how can fndians support or be enthused about a sporting event 
that is making a selected few richer?  

 
TK osK TQQ crore meant for pcheduled Castes in aelhi has been diverted to meet the dames related costsI in 

complete violation of the ppecial Component mlan and the 2MMS mlanning Commission duidelinesK 
 

UK bvery decision relating to the Commonwealth dames has been taken in secrecy and in violation of the 
democratic norms of the countryK qhe permission to bid for the dames was taken under oule N2 Eone 
lineF; the decision to hand over the Commonwealth dames sillage to aelhi rniversity to be used as a 
hostel was secretly reversed; the decision to evict students from hostels; the decision to reserve special 
lanes for Ctd participantsI was not the result of any democratic proceduresK 

 
qhe protest was held today to also oppose the arrival in aelhi of the ‘nueen’s Baton’ – a historical symbol 
of oppression and colonizationK  
 
Civil society groups and social movements working with the urban poor in aelhi demand full accountability 
from all agencies and departments involved in the CtdI full public disclosure of fundsI transparency of 
transactionsI protection of human rights of aelhi’s citizensI compensation for livelihoods lostI adequate 
rehabilitation of the displaced close to their places of workI a postJdames legacy plan and cost recovery 
planI and prosecution of officials responsible for embezzlement and misappropriation of public fundsK   
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diven the gross violations of human rights against aelhi’s poor and marginalized groupsI several 
participants at the protest also called for a boycott of the Commonwealth dames on ethical groundsK  
 
aelhi police detained some of the protestors but later released themK 
  
 
mrotesting organizations, among many others, included: 
 

J pamajwadi gan marishad – VUSUS RPS VS 
J eousing and iand oights ketwork EeiokF – VVRUS 2RPQQ L VUNU 2MR2PQ 
J ghuggi ghopdi bkta janch – V2NN SSNUPM  
J Angaja coundation – MNNJ QNSQJPQMN 
J fndo derman pocial pervice pociety EfdpppF – MNN QRTM RMPV 
J eazards Centre – VVNMS UTS2T  
J kirman jazdoor manchayat pangam EkjmpF – VUNMU NMPSR  
J Bhalaswa iok phakti janch – UUMMSPNUR2  
J kational Alliance of meoples’ jovements EkAmjF J VUNUVMRPNS 
J meoples’ rnion for aemocratic oights EmraoF J VUNMP TN2RT 
J rniversity Community for aemocracy – VVRPMPQNMR 
J kational Campaign on aalit euman oights EkCaeoF  
J Beghar jazdoor pangharsh pamiti – V2NNVTVQRQ  
J aelhi corum 
J jobile Creches  
J Commonwealth damesJ Citizens for torkersI tomen and Children ECtdJCtCF  
J iok oaj pangathan 
J sidyarthi vuvajan pabha 
J hrantikari vuva pangathan 
J merspectives  
J Centre for Advocacy and oesearch ECcAoF 
J pocialist marty 
J pocialist cront  
J pocialist ganata marty  
J hishori vuva pangathan  
 

 
 
 
 


