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eousing and iand oights ketwork Eeiok)I aelhiI welcomes the appointment by the mrime jinister of an 
independent committee headed by former Comptroller and Auditor deneral of fndia – jrK sKhK phunglu – to 
investigate the corruption and financial mismanagement related to the OMNM Commonwealth damesK eiok 
also supports the various ongoing investigations being undertaken by the Central sigilance CommissionI the 
Comptroller and Auditor deneral of fndiaI the bnforcement airectorateI and the Central Bureau of 
fnvestigationK  
 
thile it is common knowledge that the Commonwealth dames ECtd) process has been marred by financial 
mismanagement and irregularitiesI embezzlement of public fundsI and lack of transparency and 
accountabilityI the more serious and long-lasting violations of human rights have not been publicisedI nor 
have they received adequate attention by the governmentI the mediaI or the investigation agenciesK 
 
qhe preparations for aelhi’s Commonwealth dames witnessed a range of human rights violations of the city’s 
marginalisedI especially the homelessI beggarsI street vendorsI slum dwellersI and construction workersK lf 
these groupsI women and children have suffered the worst impactsK 
 
· corced evictionsW eiok estimates that since OMM4I around 2R0I000 people in aelhi have lost their 

homes as a result of the damesK jost of the demolitions and forced evictions have been characterised 
byW lack of notice and due process; large police presence; destruction of personal possessions by 
authorities; violence; injury; loss of school books and uniforms; and no rehabilitation or compensationK 
jost of the evicted families have been rendered homelessI increasing their vulnerability to diseaseI 
illnessI insecurityI and even deathK fn the very few instances where resettlement has been provided in 
distant sites such as Bawana and pavda dhevraI the living conditions are grossly inadequate; people do 
not have access to basic servicesK ft is also shocking that aelhi government authorities demolished two 
schools Eone in durgaon and one on the banks of the vamuna) for children from low income familiesI 
thereby violating their fundamental right to educationK 

 
· ioss of livelihoodsW According to the kational Association of ptreet sendors of fndia EkApsf)I in the 

last two and a half monthsI over 27RI000 informal sector workersI including street vendors and rag-
pickersI lost their livelihoods in aelhi due to the CtdK qhis resulted in people losing their daily 
wages and thereby being forced into hungerK qhe loss of income has made healthcare and medicine 
unaffordable and increased health problems among this population; it has also contributed to children 
not being able to attend schoolK kApsf estimates that RRIMMM vendors were forcibly evicted from their 
places of work across aelhiI often with violenceK qhe aelhi government suspended its scheme for 
providing food to the city’s destitute – Aap hi oasoi – during the Ctd further violating people’s right 
to foodK torkers in durgaon were also forced to leave the city for ‘security’ reasonsK 

 
· Arrests and forced expulsion of beggars and homeless personsW  fn the run up to the damesI homeless 

citizens were arrested and have been detained in custodial institutions on grounds of ‘begging’ with 
sentences ranging from one to three yearsI even though the majority of them were gainfully employedK 
jothers have been separated from their childrenK oeports indicate that the homelessI destitute and 
‘beggars’ were threatened to leave aelhi and told to return only after the CtdK fn some extreme casesI 
authorities allegedly stamped people’s hands so they would be exempted from paying train faresK  

 
· siolations of rights of Ctd construction workersW  qhese include denial of minimum wages and 

overtime; irregular payment of wages; use of child labour; failure to provide safety equipmentI to 
register workers with the welfare boardI and to provide adequate living facilitiesI in accordance with the 



 O

lawK aespite a strong report by a special committee appointed by the eigh Court of aelhiI and interim 
orders of the Court calling for protection of labour rightsI nothing has been done for the construction 
workersI many of whom were forced to leave aelhi before the commencement of the damesK 

 
· aiversion of fundsW As revealed in a reply from the dovernment of aelhi to a oight to fnformation 

Eoqf) application filed by eiokI osK T44 crore from the pcheduled Caste pub-mlan Eppecial 
Component mlan – pCm) were diverted from OMMS-MT to OMNM-NN to meet Ctd-related expendituresK 
qhis has resulted in a denial of development funds for aelhi’s aalitsK eome jinister jrK mK 
Chidambaram admitted this in the oajya pabha and mentioned that the diverted funds would be 
returnedK ko action against the officials responsible for the diversion has been taken to dateK 

 
eousing and iand oights ketwork Eeiok) calls upon all investigation agencies – the newly appointed 
phunglu CommitteeI the Central sigilance CommissionI the bnforcement airectorateI and the Central Bureau 
of fnvestigation toW 
 

NK fnclude human rights violations in the ambit of their enquiryK pystematic investigations should be 
conducted into all the human rights violations listed aboveI including the violations of the fndian 
constitutionI labourI environmental and other national laws and policiesI as well as pupreme Court and 
eigh Court judgements related to the rights to foodI labourI workI and housingK qhe diversion of funds 
should be probed to assess how the decision was taken in violation of mlanning Commission 
duidelinesI and a recommendation to immediately return the diverted funds should be madeK 

 
OK fnvestigate the sources of dames-related funding of both the aelhi government and the Central 

governmentK aetailed budgetary analyses need to be conducted in order to determine whether funds 
Ein addition to those diverted from the pCm) have been diverted from other social sector budgets such 
as healthI education and housingI at the national and state levelK 

 
PK bxpand the investigation to probe all senior government officialsI including relevant rnion jinistersI 

the Chief jinister of aelhiI and the Chairperson of the Ctd lrganising CommitteeK  
 
4K fdentify the perpetrators of these crimes and take suitable action against the guiltyI in accordance with 

the lawK 
 

RK bnsure that the process related to these investigations is transparent and openI and involves civil 
society and independent expertsI where requiredK 

 
According to Miloon hothariI former rk ppecial oapporteur and bxecutive airectorI eiokI “qhe human 
rights violations that have marked the preparations for the Ctd and its aftermathI contravene the Constitution 
of fndia as well as fndia’s international and national legal commitmentsK fnvestigations that merely look into 
the financial mismanagement of the damesI though importantI are not sufficientK qhey must probe the 
multiple dimensionsI especially the rampant human rights violations related to the dames to ensure that justice 
is deliveredK fndependent investigations by the marliamentary metitions Committee should also be undertakenK” 
 
phivani ChaudhryI Associate airectorI eiokI emphasised thatI “ft is unacceptable that the most marginalised 
sections of aelhi’s population have been made to pay for the Commonwealth dames with their livesI 
livelihoodsI homesI healthI and educationK qhe socialI economicI and environmental legacy of the dames will 
be long lasting and severeI and it is imperative that those responsible for violating human rights and inflicting 
this long-term suffering upon lakhs of aelhi’s residents are identifiedI investigatedI and prosecutedK”  
 

GGG 
cor more information contactW 

phivani Chaudhry EVUNU OMROP4)I jiloon hothari EVUNMS 4ONOO)I phalini jishra EVVRUS ORP44) 
 
eiok’s report – qhe 2MNM Commonwealth damesW those tealth? those Commons? and press releases on 

diversion of fundsI violations of human rightsI and forced evictionsI are available atW wwwKhic-sarpKorgK   
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